Noun 

Three genders: masculine, feminine, and neuter. Three declensions are dis- 
tinguished: 

1. a-stems: mostly feminine, e.g. rabota Vork', pi. raboti; 

2. o-stems: masculine and neuter, e.g. stol 'table', pi. stall; 

3. /-stems: feminine, mis 'mouse', pi. misi. 

A few neuter nouns can be declined either in a specific form or as (2) above: 
e.g. imya 'name' may have plural imyom or imi 

Specimen declension of first declension feminine noun: galava 'head': 

Singular Plural 

nom. galava galovi 

ace. galavu galovi 

gen. galavi galow 

dat. galavye galovam 

instr. galavoy galovami 

prep. galavye galovax 

The nominal paradigms have a great many variants depending on phonetic 
environment: e.g. consonantal alternation in the prepositional case: ruka 
'hand' - prep, ruce; narod 'people' - narodze; malako 'milk' - malace. Note 
also the alternation between stressed o Not and a /a/: akno 'window', pi. 
vokni; voz'era 'lake', pL azyori. 

As in Russian, an animate/inanimate distinction is observed in the 
formation of the second declension masculine singular and the plural of all 
nouns: e.g. brat 'brother' - brata - bratow (gen. sing./pl.). For all nouns 
denoting inanimates, the accusative = the nominative. 

Adjective 

In general, as in Russian. 

Pronoun 

The first and second person series behave much as in Russian, with spelling 
differences: e.g. from //, acc./gen. cjabje, but dative: tabje. The third person 
series is unique in Slavonic in that the palatalized onset of the oblique cases 
is also present in the nominative: jon - fem. jana - nt. jam, plural for all 
three genders: jam. 
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DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN/ADJECTIVE 

geti 'this'; toj 'that' 

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN 

xto 'whoT; sto 'what?' 



In the obHque cases of the interrogative pronoun xto, x > k: acc./gen. kago, 
dat, kamu, instr./prep. kirn. Similarly, /J/ > /tj/ in the oblique cases of sto: 
gen. cago, dat. camu, instr./prep. cim. 

RELATIVE PRONOUN 

As interrogative. 

Numerals 

Formally as in Russian, apart from spelling differences. As in Ukrainian, 
however, and in opposition to Russian, 2, 3, 4 are followed by nominative/ 
accusative plural: e.g. dva stall 'two tables'; catiri brati 'four brothers'. 

Verb 

The aspect/mood/tense system of Russian and Ukrainian is shared by 
Belorussian. Most Belorussian verbs are paired for aspect. The infinitive is in 
'C\ -c {-ci after velar). 

ASPECT 

Many perfective forms are made from imperfective by prefixation. 

Imperfective Perfective 

isci *to go' pa.isci 

pisac' 'to write' na.pisac' 

magci 'to be able' z.magci 

The reverse process, imperfective form from perfective, may use, e.g. -va-: 
vipisac' 'to write out'; imperfective: vipisvac' 'to be writing out'. 

VERBS OF MOTION 

As in Russian and Ukrainian, the imperfective aspect is equipped to dis- 
tinguish between a generalized concept and a particular application thereof: 
the latter can then be made perfective: e.g. jezdzic' 'to travel' (in general) - 
jexac' 'to make a specific journey': perf pajexac'. 
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SCRIPT 

Cyrillic (see Russian). The alphabet, fixed in 1933, is identical to the Russian 
alphabet, minus h, and plus the letter I /i/ and y /w/. The digraphs dz and dz 
occur. 
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